
FORL leadership team mem-
bers Paul Gross and Sarah
Lennon are on the forefront of
an effort to compete for Bond

funds allocated to the Fairfax
County Park Authority (FCPA)
after the next election Bond

cycle . Bond-funded projects  
would enhance the safety and
quality of experience in our
Royal Lake parks . 
 
The leadership team has
prioritized capital improve-
ment projects included in the
vision plan developed from
the community survey FORL

conducted in 2016 .   
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These projects  include replacing bridges 

and installing a shade structure at the 

picnic/playground area. 

 

The process for determining which projects 

are ultimately earmarked for Park Bond 

funding is a lengthy one.   The Bond Com- 

mittee is currently updating a database for 

potential 2020 Bond projects, thus, the 

importance of  FORL's early effort to 

fine tune its application for Bond funds. 

  

Over the summer and into the fall, Com- 

mittee members will conduct internal 

presentations and discussions of the 

potential Bond Program.  The process of 

selection will include public input at the 

beginning of next year with a series of 

meetings to be held across the county.  This 

will be an important time for voices to be 

heard in regards to FORL funded capital 

improvements.  Finalization of the Park 

Bond Project is anticipated for June 2020. 

 

FORL leadership is also enhancing con- 

nections with Park Authority administrators, 

and continuing to advocate for the vitality of 

Royal Lake and surrounding parks.  Stay 

tuned for how you might also get involved 

in the process! 

If you google Royal Lake Park, one com- 
ment from a visitor describes it as “The best 
little park in the area.”  In addition to the 
recreational amenities it offers our 
community, Royal Lake captures upstream 
silt thereby  protecting Pohick Creek  and 
improving water quality all the way to the 
Chesapeake Bay. 
 
Did you know… 
...that Royal Lake is a 38 acre body of water 
set in a 46 acre tract and that there are four 
separate parks connected to the lake-- 
Royal Lake Park, Lakeside Park,  Kings Park 
West Park, Pohick Valley Stream Park -- 
which makes this “best little park” cover a 
total of 155 acres? 
 
...that there is an almost 2-mile hiking trail 
around the lake with more trails branching 
off into the surrounding woods, most 
following a stream?   
 
...that it is home to a variety of fish (bass, 
crappy, bluegill,  many types of birds (see 
pg.7), and abundant wildlife (beaver, deer, 
fox, raccoon). 
 
...that proximity to such a park is suggested 
to increase the value of your home from 8 
to 20%? 
 
The ecosystem surrounding Royal Lake is a 
natural treasure we need to protect!  FORL 
is a community-based organization whose 
purpose is to do just that and depends on 
volunteers to help!.  We need you! 
 
If you have questions or suggestions about 
FORL activity, OR IF YOU ARE INTERESTED 
IN JOINING FRIENDS OF ROYAL LAKE, 
contact Sarah Lennon at parks@kpwca.org 
or Paul Gross at 
friendsofroyallake@gmail.com. 
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DID YOU KNOW?

Photo by Lynn Cline



CALENDAR OF  EVENTS

SPRING CLEANUP- A hearty THANK YOU to all 
who helped pick up trash and invasive plants on 
April 27th. The clean-up not only maintains an 
aesthetically pleasing park environment but also 
removes the trash that threatens the Pohick Creek 
Watershed.  So, again...THANK YOU! 
 
 MAINTENANCE WORK DAYS-May 18, 9am- 
noon AND May 19, 1-4pm. Volunteers meet at the 
base of the dam.  Wheelbarrows and shovels are 
welcome since this workday involves spreading 
gravel over areas that get soggy on rainy days! 
 
ROAD RAIDERS-May 11; meet at 7:15 am for 
donuts and coffee for a burst of early morning 
energy;  help with road cleanup from 7:30 to 8 am.

 M E E T I N G  A H E A D  
         
F r i e n d s  o f  R o y a l
L a k e  C o m m u n i t y
M e e t i n g   
 
W e d n e s d a y ,   
M a y  2 2  
 
7 : 0 0 - 8 : 3 0 p m  
 
L a u r e l  R i d g e
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  
C S S  P r o g r a m
m u l t i p u r p o s e
r o o m . . . .  
 
 W E  N E E D  Y O U !  
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Take Back Our Forests !
by Mary Anne Boyer

The Invasive Management Area (IMA) program, developed by the Fairfax County Park 
Authority (FCPA) in 2006,  is an effort to remove invasive plants from our parks and 
woodlands and to restore native plants in these areas. 
 
The IMA program involves volunteer site leaders who organize workdays during which other 
volunteers (including students seeking community service hours) help in this effort.   
 
IMA goals: 
-Educate the public about the effects of non-native, invasive plants. 
-Focus community support to manage non-native, invasive plants. 
-Develop healthy habitats, such as meadows and forests, that are free of invasive plant 
species. 
 
Why are invasive plants are so prevalant in our parklands? 

Many people maintain their gardens with nonnative plants, 
among which are often invasive species. 
 
Using english ivy or vinca vine as a groundcover are two ex- 
amples.  These plants escape the garden and wander freely 
into the forests.   Amur and Japanese honeysuckle have 
lovely scented flowers but take over huge areas of woodland. 
Multiflora rose, lesser celandine, oriental bittersweet, stilt 
grass...the list goes on of plants that are taking over our 
woodlands. 

These plants love our climate, have no predators, and are 
easily spread by birds and other means. They grow 
unabated, choke out and otherwise eliminate plants native to 
our eco-system upon which our native animals depend.   
 
I became a site leader because I hated to see the way in- 
vasive plants have over-whelmed the woodlands in the park. 
Slowly, the IMA program is helping to reclaim the forest.  It is 
gratifying to see areas cleared of invasive plants and ready 
for re-planting of native species.

The park system around Royal Lake currently has five 
IMA site leaders: Mary Anne Boyer,  Suzanne Doherty, 
Sarah Francia, Greg Sykes, and Suzie Xu.   
 
Volunteers who want to become site leaders must obtain 
training and permits through the county’s IMA program. 
For more information about the IMA program, visit: 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/invasive-management-area 
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Volunteers hard at work

Mary Anne, Sarah, and Suzie

Taking a break

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/invasive-management-area


       GOODBYE TO FRIENDS' FRIEND TONY VELLUCCI

Friends groups around Northern Virginia will lose a stalwart 
friend when, in the very near future,  Tony Vellucci makes a 
life change and heads for the white sands of the Sunshine 
State. 
 
Tony came to Northern Virginia in 1986 and since then has 
played an invaluable role in a variety of community organi- 
zation and Fairfax County park activities.  
 

In addition to being a past president of the Kings Park Civic Association, Tony served 
seven years as a Braddock district representative on the FCPA Board of Directors.  Ed 
Richardson of the Park Authority reports that Tony was instrumental in creating the 
terraced seating area at Royal Lake where the Braddock Nights concerts are held and in 
the replacement of the fitness stations along the loop trail around the lake.  After 
Katie’s Playground was built at Royal Lake, he supported the removal of the playground at 
Crooked Creek Park which could not be replaced due to its location and had become an 
unattractive nuisance. He advocated tirelessly for the community during the process of 
closing Kings West Swim Club which then became Rabbit Branch Park.  Most recently, he 
was a driving force behind the development of Monticello Park.  "Tony is a really good 
guy," remarks Ed Richardson.  "Park staff like and respect him and that helped him get 
things done." 
 
Tony’s passion for preserving the natural wealth of our county parks spurred his involve- 
ment in the founding of several “Friends groups” meant to rally volunteer support for 
maintaining the health and quality of our county parks.  These include “Friends of Long 
Branch Stream Valley” (FLBSV),  “Friends of Audrey Moore RECenter” (MooreFriends), 
“Friends of Oak Hill Park” (FOHP),  Friends of Lake Accotink Park (FLAP), and “Friends 
of Royal Lake” (FORL).     
 
Meghan Walker, former president of FLAP describes Tony as "a community builder who is 
great at finding passionate people and bringing them together."  She reports that he 
recognized early on that a wealth of knowledge and power can be gained by aligning 
multiple Friends groups.  He worked to build a network among the Accotink watershed 
groups.  

"Tony has been an invaluable mentor to me," 
says Meghan, "and a great friend to Lake 
Accotink Park."  Indeed, Tony has been a great 
friend to all the groups he founded and worked 
with.  We will all miss him and wish him well as 
he begins the next chapter of his life in Florida! 

Through his guidance, FLAP also forged 
partnerships with local artist and history groups. 
His efforts resulted in unexpected and unusual 
collaborations between groups, benefiting a 
wider section of the community.

Tony and his wheelbarrow on FORL 
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The Naming of Shanes Creek
Submitted by: 
Mary McAnaw, Maire McAnaw Weathers and Susie Duvall

John P McAnaw was a historian, preservationist, and an outdoorsman.  When he 
moved to Kings Park West in 1982, he was on active duty with the US Army.  Upon 
retiring, he became involved with the KPW Civic Association’s Park and Lake 
Committee and went on to serve as Chairman for over 20 years.  He spearheaded 
numerous projects to improve our trails and parkland.  In 2008, John was honored,  in 
recognition of his selfless dedication, in a ceremony that renamed this area the “John P 
McAnaw Woodlands & Recreation Area at Royal Lake.” 
 
In 1983, John and his family adopted an Irish 
setter puppy named Shane.  Shane was a 
big red friendly puppy, energetic and always 
up for an adventure.  He was John’s 
constant companion as they explored the 
wooded areas around Royal Lake.  Their 
family home backed up to the parkland and 
was a stone’s throw from a winding creek. 
This creek begins west of Roberts Road and 
meanders along the southwest border of 
KPW before flowing into Royal Lake. 
     
John and Shane were a familiar sight to all along this creek bed.  Neither had ever met a 
stranger, always greeting fellow trail lovers with conversation and a tail wag. 
 
One day, John was stepping over rocks, halfway to the west side of the creek while 
Shane paced anxiously on the east bank.  Shane let out a high-pitched puppy “yelp” 
and leaped onto John’s back for a ride across the creek.  Over the next year, Shane grew 
to a muscular 115 pounds, conquered his fear and learned to joyfully vault over the creek 
in a single bound. 
 
John researched Fairfax County Land Records and was unable to find any record that 
officially named this creek, so he started referring to it in his speeches and writings as 
“Shanes Creek” (intentionally leaving out the apostrophe).  As Chairman of Parks and 
Lakes, John frequently visited Area 4, Fairfax County Park Authority and the Government 
Center on behalf of lake and woodland concerns.  During presentations and when 
showing visitors around, John referred to the unnamed creek as “Shanes Creek.”  John 
organized volunteers to meet for park cleanup days on the east side of Shanes Creek. 
Everyone knew exactly which creek John was talking about.  Over time and after many 
repetitions, it became widely known as Shanes Creek and remains so to this day.              
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The Northern Virginia Bird Club (NoVaBC) 

sponsored an early morning bird walk, led by 

Board Member Phil Silas, around Royal Lake 

on March 20.  On this particular morning, the 

group spotted 38 different species of birds 

(sidebar on right).   

 

Bird sightings on these walks are reported to 

“eBird”, a website maintained by the Cornell 

Lab of Ornithology, where anyone can view 

reported sightings for any hot-spot or parti- 

cular area anywhere in the world.  Although 

to the novice, 38 different bird species 

sightings may be amazing,  the “eBird” 

journal indicates that regular walkers Paul 

and Joan Woodward have reported sighting  

131 species at Royal Lake. 

 

Phil Silas says that the Club is especially 

excited when various species of Warblers are 

seen because these birds are selective about 

their surroundings.   

ROYAL LAKE  BIRD 
WALK:  38 KINDS OF 
BIRDS SIGHTED 

The presence of  20 species of warblers in 

the woods around Royal Lake reflects the 

encouraging news of a healthy, supportive 

environment.   

 

Birders meet every Monday at 7 am at 

Huntley Meadows Park and welcome 

anyone interested in an early morning 

birding adventure.  Other walks scheduled 

in different areas across Northern Virginia 

are listed on the website:  www.nvabc.org 

Birds  IDed on March Walk

Photo by Greg Sykes

30 Canada Goose 
2 Hooded Merganser 
9 Mourning Dove 
1 Killdeer 
2 Ring-billed Gull 
3 Double-crested 
Cormorant 
1 Osprey 
2 Red-shouldered 
Hawk 
2 Belted Kingfisher 
6 Red-bellied 
Woodpecker 
3 Downy Woodpecker 
2 Northern Flicker 
3 Eastern Phoebe 
8 Blue Jay 
4 American Crow 
7 Fish Crow 
5 crow sp.

11 Tree Swallow 
1 Barn Swallow 
2 Carolina Chickadee 
4 Tufted Titmouse 
7 White-breasted Nuthatch 
3 Brown Creeper 
7 Carolina Wren 
6 Eastern Bluebird 
20 American Robin 
17 European Starling 
4 American Goldfinch 
1 Fox Sparrow 
12 Dark-eyed Junco 
9 White-throated Sparrow 
9 Song Sparrow 
3 Eastern Towhee 
25 Red-winged Blackbird 
1 Brown-headed Cowbird 
7 Common Grackle 
16 Northern Cardinal 
6 House Sparrow               
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http://www.nvabc.org/


Comments? Suggestions? 
Ideas?  e-mail Suzanne at 

jewelboxgardensbysuzanne 
@gmail.com

Critters sharing space....
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